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Each litigant’s path is unique. At Milestone, our portfolio of companies enables us to approach every challenge in a litigant’s 

settlement journey with confidence.

We provide trusted guidance that lasts a lifetime. We work  
with trial lawyers and their clients to serve as a partner for  
the present and an advocate for the future.

Approach a Brighter Future
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Milestone is a settlement planning and management company—one of the most professional, experienced, and reliable consultancies 

in the country. Our empathetic team maps personalized paths, no matter what lies ahead in a litigant’s journey. Our approach is 

comprehensive, but our focus is simple: securing your future. We understand this is likely the first time an individual has had to deal 

with an incident of this nature and make decisions of this magnitude.

An emerging standard of care for trial lawyers is recognizing that settlement is not an end, but a beginning. Injured plaintiffs and  

their families deserve strategies that ensure a lifetime of financial security. We partner with attorneys who are committed to  

setting their clients up for success beyond settlement, and we provide a diverse range of path-building solutions.

      
Milestone brings together some of the brightest minds in the legal and financial fields to provide a strong, well-rounded foundation  
for success. We evaluate and handle every situation on an individual basis, then align you with a customized solution to meet your  

or your client’s needs. 



Leverage our team to answer questions about 
specific circumstances, cases, or practice areas. 

Success Stories
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Preparedness

Why Do Attorneys Rave About Milestone?

Isn’t This All 
Just an Extra Step?

To stay on top of  
your game, you need  

a partner that is on  
top of theirs. 

More professional is, well, more professional. 
What Alex’s attorney had  
to say about working  
with Milestone.

Alex’s Story

The professionals involved in crafting settlement outcomes are as integral to a case 
as the lawyers who fought to settle it in the first place. Through Milestone, attorneys 
leverage our expertise in order for their clients to turn a new page with confidence.

No other company has built and maintained a national reputation for doing what’s  
right for every plaintiff like Milestone has. We recognize that our work is never done, 
and we aim to create peace of mind. Our daily work strives to deliver financial, 
emotional, psychological, and physical balance. 

You might ask yourself: Why should I even involve a settlement planner? Just as no significant trial has 
been won without intense preparation, the future of your clients’ lives starts with planning. The critical 
step of working with a settlement planner is what leads to professional outcomes.

It’s about caring for your clients as people, and protecting them for the future. It ensures that the work 
you’ve done lasts them a lifetime. It escalates you—from just their attorney—to a lifelong advocate.

Our collective experience, education, and specialties span the many services that comprise settlement 
management. We counsel for all facets of settlement planning, from mediation support to benefits 
planning. We work to expedite the settlement process in an efficient manner, to the benefit of both 
attorney and plaintiff.

We as litigators can help maximize our clients’ 
recoveries. When we are looking to partner with a 
settlement planning company, we have to assure that 
they’re looking out for the client’s best interest. We chose 
Milestone to refer our client to because they’ve always 
done right by our clients, and have always chosen wisely for 
our clients in terms of investment planning options. I frankly 
don’t know how lawyers are taking care of their clients if 
they’re not partnering with a company like Milestone.

In his early 20s, Alex suffered a traumatic brain injury 
(TBI) from a catastrophic car accident that was no fault 
of his own. As litigation was coming to an end, Alex 
began struggling with severe anxiety and depression as 
symptoms of his TBI. Milestone helped identify the best 
settlement plan for Alex and his current and future medical 
needs. This included establishing a Medicare set-aside 
that allowed him to continue to receive government 
benefits, and coupling it with a trust that paid for all his 
medical needs, including care at one of the best rehab 
facilities in the country.

A Hard-Hitting Team with the Experience to Deliver Experience  —  Compassion  —  Reliability  —  Principles



What Does Your Future Hold?
Litigants face many bends in the road. 

A person or a family 
member endures a 
personal injury or death in 
a catastrophic accident.  

Our team consults with 
the plaintiff and his or her 
attorney to plan for the 
client’s financial future. 

The plaintiff hires an 
attorney and files a  
lawsuit to seek justice.  

The plaintiff’s  
settlement  
arrives. 

Our 501(c)(3) non-profit provides 
financial support to help keep 
plaintiffs and their families out 
of poverty during litigation. 

We use our expertise 
to establish a qualified 
settlement fund, 
structure, or other 
financial solution.  

Settlement  
negotiations begin.  

The plaintiff 
begins moving 
forward  
post-tragedy. 

Our boutique wealth 
management firm can 
manage your money 
from here on out and can 
provide lifelong guidance 
and support.  

06Process & Timeline

Process & Timeline05

Physical Recovery Emotional Healing
Closure

Confidence 
in the Future



Services
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Settlement Advocacy

Advocate 

Bringing expertise to bear. 

Moving forward.
Building momentum.

Building confidence to execute.
Experienced advocates rely on their collective 
knowledge, education, background, and specialties 
to deliver deeply meaningful planning results. 
We are frequently called upon as advisors to 
provide counsel for a range of settlement planning 
challenges. Our work provides critical knowledge 
at the time it’s needed in the settlement process  
to benefit attorneys and families alike.

Recognizing that settlement and the closure associated with 
the end of litigation comes at a price, the ability to trust, 

attention to detail, and willingness to move on are all 
stages our firm will help you navigate through. In the 

pages that follow, we detail some of our specific 
practice areas. We are always happy to provide 

a free consultation call to answer questions 
about specific settlement circumstances.

What does it take to get it  
done and get it done right?Wealth Management & Lifelong Protection  -                                                Lifelong protection after a litigation 

journey ends. We personalize your wealth management strategy by placing specific goals, passions, and legacy first. 

Settlement Advocacy  -                Even experts need experts. Our knowledge and experience 

assure both attorney and client that they are backed by the most beneficial settlement plan. 

Qualified Settlement Funds  -                                  By understanding and leveraging the unique complexities  

of qualified settlement funds, the most professional law firms in the country discern themselves from the rest. 

feeMaster  (Attorney Fee Deferrals)  -                                         Every savvy contingency fee attorney needs a tool specifically 

designed to control when and how they receive their fees. Gain more income control and keep more of what you  

work for as a Milestone feeMaster. 

Government Benefits Preservation  -                                    Ensure a settlement won doesn’t lead to government 

benefits lost. The incorporation of MSAs and ABLE accounts sets Milestone apart. 

Special Needs Trusts  -              Special needs trusts can help families considering Medicaid consider 

benefits beyond government programs. 

Domestic Asset Protection Trusts  -                                                    A settlement is life-altering. Protect your clients 

from further unexpected, life-changing occurrences down the road by securing assets and minimizing risk.

                                    Make the most out of every settlement with next-generation 

tax-exempt strategies. Forfeit less, ensure financial stability for plaintiffs, and manage more long-term income. 
Tax-Free Settlement Designs  -  

Non-Qualified Settlements  -                                 Chart a course that leverages your current tax position for 

additional long-term income after a non-personal injury settlement.  

Low-Interest Consumer Litigation Finance  -                                                 Combat deep pockets with a 

higher purpose. The Bairs Foundation provides low-cost financial support to families who have experienced 

tragedy, seek justice, and struggle to make ends meet. 

Problem-Solving Solutions—Genuine Results



As of 2017, our national master 
qualified settlement fund has already 
been established by a court order. 
When you settle a case, you have the 
option to join this QSF without an 
additional court order. This option is 
attractive when confidentiality and 
discretion are advantageous or  
when time is of the essence.

Qualified Settlement Funds
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Qualified Settlement Funds

Preparing  
for the Endgame 
All settlements are best built on the  
bedrock of qualified settlement funds.

Which type of  
qualified settlement fund is best for me?

Mass tort and class action QSFs.

While the settlement money sits in a qualified settlement fund, plaintiffs can 
look into their settlement planning options, including making sure they are 
preserving government benefits. Attorneys can assess whether they would like 
to defer their fees through our feeMaster program. Liens negotiators are able 
to negotiate down liens against the plaintiff as much as possible. Note that this 
planning solution is useful when there are multiple plaintiffs, such as in mass 
tort cases, but it is also a critical tool in individual catastrophic cases.

Based on your circumstances, you may be best served by one of the three types of qualified settlement funds:

A single court order establishes a 
qualified settlement fund for your entire 
firm and all its cases. As your firm 
settles cases, all can be paid into this 
qualified settlement fund. This option 
is ideal when you would like a privately 
branded fund that can be tailored to 
your firm and will be used frequently 
throughout the year.

Payment for an individual settlement 
triggers the defendant’s releases 
and allows administration of funds 
for that particular case. Individually 
ordered QSFs can come in the 
form of a single-claimant QSF or a 
multiple-claimant QSF. This option 
is beneficial in situations where the 
specifics of the case require it.

The terrain of a post-settlement financial landscape is made even more 
intimidating by the ever-shifting compliance requirements, disclosure 
guidelines, and timelines associated with multiple claimants of a mass tort or 
class action settlement. Milestone navigates these nuanced QSFs through our 
holdings company, Seventh Amendment Holdings, LLC.

National Master QSFs Firm-Level QSFs Individually Ordered QSFs

Six steps of implementing a QSF.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

The qualified settlement fund is drafted, filed, and 
established by the fund administrator (OR a joinder 
and escrow agreement executed such that the case 
will be joined to a pre-existing national master QSF).

Defendant(s) pay the gross settlement amount 
into the qualified settlement fund, and the fund 
administrator coordinates with the attorney’s firm  
to obtain signed distribution instructions.

Tax documents are prepared/provided 
by the fund administrator as needed, 
and 1099 forms are prepared and 
issued for attorneys’ disbursements.

Monthly financial accounting and 
statements are prepared/provided 
for counsel.

Once all disbursements are made, 
all activities related to the account 
closure with the bank are handled 
by the fund administrator.

Final letter is provided, 
confirming closeout of the 
qualified settlement fund.

The successful integration and maturity by a law firm to rely on qualified 
settlement funds (QSFs) will separate the most professional law firms in the 
country from the rest. This emerging standard of care gives attorneys and their 
clients time to plan while providing a unique and powerful framework that 
independently supports the business interests of the lawyer and the long-term 
planning needs of a family.



feeMaster
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feeMaster

Chart Your Course 
As a feeMaster

Strengthen Your
Financial Future

Attorney fee deferrals. 
Capable trial lawyers choose when their fees are received by themselves or their firm in every settlement. Imagine 
possessing the power to leverage your deferred compensation as an integral part of your overall wealth strategy. Milestone 
empowers you to build and focus on your personal and professional goals. Deferring through feeMaster allows for:

Any contingency attorney fee for a physical or non-physical injury tort settlement is eligible to be deferred 
through the feeMaster program. An attorney must elect to defer all or some of their fees prior to executing 
a release, and cannot directly receive the settlement money. Attorneys can choose to defer their fees even 
if their partners do not.

Depending on your contingency fee agreement, you, your law firm, and/or your co-counsel (if applicable) 
can be the payee. Fee payments can be affected by factors such as the type of incorporation the firm 
has (i.e., LLC or PC), dissolution plans of the firm, tax advantages, and others. The security of our clients’ 
funds and payments are ensured by our primary custodian, Charles Schwab & Co., and Milestone 
provides you with full access to your account for viewing, statements, and total transparency.

Are you currently working with a trusted advisor?

What are your future milestones?

Do you feel like you’re saving enough?

What are your personal goals?

What are your professional goals?
We think it’s simple. Would you rather send $1 million to the IRS 
or have it invested in an account that you control?

A fee deferral is an investment strategy 
that allows an attorney to decide how 
and when they receive their fee. It gives 
an attorney the opportunity to invest and 
receive their money over time, with tax 
advantages and income control. 

Take the next steps.

Unlimited 
tax deferral

Professional or self-directed  
investment management

Ability to pay  
less taxes

Security over  
your assets

In 1996, the 11th Circuit affirmed the 1994 Tax Court’s ruling in Childs v. Commissioner (103 T.C. 634) ruling that: 
Attorneys involved in tort cases under contingency fee agreements have the unique opportunity to receive fees 
in the form of periodic payments. Attorneys may elect to defer all or a portion of their fees. Fees included in the 
deferral will not be taxed until the year(s) in which they are received. 



Government benefits preservation. 

Some of the  
benefits at risk.

Spend down the settlement monies.

Join a pooled special needs trust  
or create an individual special needs trust.

Opt to receive a small monthly tax-free structure.

Medicare set-asides.

ABLE accounts. 

If your client receives government benefits, such as Medicaid or Supplemental Security Income, receiving a lump-sum settlement 
could suddenly disqualify him or her from these programs due to having too much money. Knowing what to do in order to ensure 
current and future eligibility of government benefits is an integral part of the planning process and must be considered before any 
plan is implemented. Our consultants routinely perform this due diligence to assess the needs of each client. Only then do we move 
to formulate an appropriate path that preserves government benefits.

A plaintiff’s countable resources must not be worth more than $2,000 for an 
individual or $3,000 for a couple. If the countable resources are worth more, he or 
she must follow proper spend down procedures, meaning that the settlement money 
must be spent upfront on necessary expenses such as medical bills, a reliable vehicle, 
education expenses, or debt-payoff. Spend down must be reported to the Social 
Security Administration and/or the Department of Health and Human Services.

Note that this option only exists if the individual is under the age of 65. A pooled 
or individual special needs trust allows for a disabled person to maintain his or her 
eligibility for public assistance benefits, despite having assets that would otherwise 
make the person ineligible for those benefits. 

The amount of this monthly check will likely be just enough to cover a small 
expense or two, but it serves the purpose of keeping your client’s countable 
resources under the threshold that would otherwise disqualify them from 
receiving their government benefits.

For many benefits, recommendations vary based on the settlement amount and plaintiffs’ individual circumstances. 
If your client is looking to preserve any of these benefits, please feel free to give us a no-obligation call.

If your client is a Medicare beneficiary and about to receive a settlement, 
Medicare’s rules and requirements must be taken into consideration. Your 
client could lose his or her government benefits when the money arrives. A 
Medicare set-aside is a settlement tool that is established from a portion of 
the settlement amount and is used to pay for future injury- or illness-related 
medical expenses that would otherwise be payable by Medicare. Milestone 
makes sense of the particulars around secondary payer regulations.

Our approach to incorporating ABLE accounts into settlement planning is a 
Milestone differentiator. Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) accounts 
are tax-advantaged investment accounts for people with significant 
disabilities that began before age 26. If you’re an attorney representing a 
client who is disabled and on Medicaid, it’s helpful to work with a settlement 
planner who understands special needs trusts and ABLE accounts and can 
advocate for your client in every state.

Manage Risk in Order to Protect Plotting  
Secondary  
Payer  
Particulars

Supplemental  
Security Income 
(SSI)

Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP)

Medicaid

Federally
Assisted
Housing

Children’s Health 
Insurance Program  
(CHIP)

Government Benefits Preservation
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Government Benefits Preservation

Your primary thought  
should be a secondary payer. 

Insurance companies are first responsible for paying for 
injury- or illness-related expenses. However, they’re not always 
covered in full. Balance responsibilities then fall to secondary 
payers like Medicare, which maintains the right to deny future 
medical expense coverage if the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services determines you have not appropriately 
considered the interests of Medicare.



Special Needs Trusts
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Domestic Asset  Protection Trusts

Creating a Trust for a Loved One 
Should Be Like Hiring a CEO

Avoid Risks 
 Down the Road

Special needs trusts give families greater control. 

Domestic asset protection trusts.
Unique circumstances drive the planning associated with pooled and individual special needs trusts 
(SNTs), and through our experience, clients can appreciate what lies ahead. Our experts assist plaintiffs 
and their attorneys in determining when a special needs trust might be the best solution. We establish 
special needs trusts to benefit your clients with disabilities, specifically those under the age of 65, 
who are considered disabled by government standards. SNTs are designed to supplement financial 
help from government programs, such as Medicaid or SSI. Although government programs can pay 
for necessities like medical equipment, prescription medication, and transportation, having too much 
money in a beneficiary’s name can impact his or her eligibility for these monthly benefits.

Protecting the individual who is disabled from disqualification is an important function, as the 
settlement proceeds are often not enough to provide necessary ongoing medical care related to his 
or her injury. 

A settlement is life-changing enough. But it can have an even greater—and often 
detrimental—effect if you’re unprepared for the unexpected. When your client receives 
settlement proceeds to pay for medical care and other injury-related necessities, their 
assets may be at risk later in life due to dissipation or catastrophic loss. 

Prepare through a Milestone domestic asset protection trust (DAPT)—an irrevocable 
trust that offers an opportunity for lifelong planning and protection of assets received 
as a result of a settlement. Dissipative and catastrophic events like divorce and bankruptcy 
alter any journey—especially a litigant’s. Milestone ensures that your settlement, financial 
future, and overall well-being are protected against anything that lies ahead including 
judgements, creditors, bankruptcy, divorce, business failure, and liability from accidents. 

Funds from a special needs trust can be used  for “non-countable” services, expenses, 
or equipment, including but not limited to: 

Asset protection can only be accomplished in states that maintain compliance with asset 
protection law. Fewer than half the states in America allow a DAPT. Our firm relies on the 
law incitus in states like Nevada, Delaware, and South Dakota in order to provide the best 
protection against creditors. 

Occupational goals,  
such as the pursuit of a college  
degree or vocational training

Life insurance policies

Burial expenses

A home

Home furnishings and personal belongings

A vehicle

Essentials for self-support

Done well, SNTs give families considering Medicaid 
the ability to have their cake and eat it too. 

Safely navigate post-settlement.



Tax-Free Settlement Designs
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Non-Qualified Assignments

Smart Plans 
Incorporate 
Tax Exemptions 

Taxable Recoveries 

Tax-free settlement designs. 

Planning hinges on the unique tax position of the lawyer, business, or plaintiff.

Designing a settlement for your clients means they will receive a 
series of tax-free distributions or payments over a designated 
timeframe. These plans and timeline are customizable to meet the 
future needs of an individual and their family. 

Correctly mapping out a settlement helps ensure that the recovery 
your client receives is as beneficial as possible for medical bills, 
equipment, long-term care, and other expenses related to the injury. 
Milestone tax-free settlement designs provide financial security and 
long-term income in predetermined increments. They are also 100% 
exempt from federal and state income tax. 

These plans are also known as periodic payments or structured settlements, and are professionally managed.

Tax drives the planning. Settlements received all in the same tax year result in the fewest 
deductions and highest amount of tax. Designing a taxable settlement or business 
transaction is just one way your client can reap the benefits of long-term income and tax 
efficiencies. A non-qualified assignment can also provide your clients with tax relief.

A non-qualified assignment (NQA) is an assignment of an obligation designed to 
handle funds from settlements resulting from non-personal injuries. Using irrevocable 
assignments is a tried and true methodology and planning technique that effectively 
spreads taxation and provides security for the assets in the interim.

Milestone helps your clients chart a future financial course by spreading their settlement 
over a long period of time rather than receiving one (taxable) lump sum. These plan 
options offer control over the timing of income received as well as the opportunity to 
receive payments that spread and alleviate the tax burden. Your clients can reach personal 
goals set each and every year around the receipt of the additional income. 

1/3 of all settlements go to the IRS in taxes. 

A non-qualified assignment (NQA) 
has a wide array of applications in 
non-personal injury cases, such as: 

Employee Litigation

Matrimonial Litigation

Punitive Damages

Construction Defects

Selling a Business or Real Estate

US  
Treasuries 

Dividend  
Stocks 

S&P  
500

Apple, Google,  
or Amazon Stock 

Russell 2000  
Index

Private  
Equity

Fixed  
Income 

Fixed-Index,  
Traditional, or  

Secondary Market  
Annuities



Rent | Utilities | Transportation | Groceries | Medical Needs Covering All the Basics

 A Conscientious Lender
Leading the Way
Low-interest consumer litigation finance.

Going the distance.

Tragedy can happen to anyone, at any time. If your client does not have a cushion of savings  
stashed away, his or her world can quickly be turned even more upside down. The Bairs Foundation 
is a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that keeps people out of poverty while they go through 
litigation. The only non-profit in the plaintiff-lending industry, the Bairs Foundation provides  
low-cost financial support to families who are seeking justice and struggling to make ends meet.

The Bairs Foundation strengthens our civil justice system by enabling plaintiffs to go the distance 
with their lawsuit—often against deep-pocket defendants—by providing:

Low-cost  
access to capital

Financial help for living 
expenses during litigation

A fair alternative to  
for-profit lending  
companies 

The Bairs Foundation provides pre-settlement funding to plaintiffs in all 50 states.  
Learn more at bairsfoundation.org or call 716.970.7100.

When the litigation journey ends, we navigate the new road with the destination of seeing plaintiffs’ 
financial futures secured. Monolith Advisors is our private, boutique firm that offers a suite of 
post-litigation wealth management services for both clients and their attorneys. Unlike many 
larger, big-brand wealth management firms that simply place clients into a predetermined strategy 
template, the advisors at Monolith take the time to understand a client’s individual circumstances 
and personal and professional goals. Only then is a personalized strategy developed. 

Low-Interest Consumer Litigation Finance
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Wealth Management & Lifelong Protection

Retirement Planning | Investment Management | Estate Planning 

Traditional Investments | Multi-Generational Planning | Asset Allocation | Legacy Planning

Monolith Advisors, LLC, is a registered Investment Advisor with the SEC and only conducts business in states where it is properly notice filed or is excluded 
from notice filing requirements. Registration is not an endorsement of the firm by securities regulators and does not mean the advisor has achieved a specific 
level of skill or ability. Information presented is believed to be current. It should not be viewed as personalized investment advice. All expressions of opinion 
reflect the judgment of the authors on the date of publication and may change in response to market conditions. You should consult with a professional 
advisor before implementing any strategies discussed. Content should not be viewed as an offer to buy or sell any of the securities mentioned or as legal or 
tax advice. You should always consult an attorney or tax professional regarding your specific legal or tax situation. Monolith Advisors, LLC, is not engaged in 
the practice of law or accounting. 

Look to Monolith

Clear the way.

Wealth management and lifelong protection.

Monolith Advisors has chosen Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. as the primary custodian for our clients’ 
accounts. Having Schwab serve as custodian for client assets provides us access to a range of 
services that help us serve our clients. For years, Schwab has provided Registered Investment 
Advisors with the platform, products, and resources we need to best service our clients. 

Continuing Down
a Protected Path

Learn more at monolithseventh.com or call 716.883.1833.



Milestone Team
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Milestone Team

You Don’t 
Have to Go Alone

Seventh Amendment

Meet your milestone
Forward facing.

Milestone has been guiding families through transition and tragedy for more than 20 years. Each case we’ve worked on presents 
unique circumstances, obstacles, and challenges along the way. Our diverse experience helps us navigate the twists and turns. As 
we keep learning, growing, honing, and expanding our settlement planning expertise, the unexpected becomes the expected.

With the Seventh Amendment, our forefathers enforced the right to a level playing field 
between the common man and the largest of corporations. This belief system is deeply 
ingrained in the fabric of our firm, and the preservation of this right is something to which 
we are wholly committed. Our work spans from individual claims in everyday personal injury 
accidents to large mass tort cases with multiple litigants against national and even international 
companies. Regardless of case size, the focus of our firm is the same: to help people move 
forward to a secure financial future. 

Milestone brings the brightest minds in the legal and financial fields together to provide trusted 
guidance and support to plaintiffs before, during, and after litigation. Our individual experiences 
and expertise allow us to approach every situation and relationship with the specific goals and 
circumstances of each attorney and client in mind. Together, our commitment to finding and  
providing the best financial solutions along the litigation journey moves your clients forward. 

Milestone is the sum of its parts. However, our founder, CEO, and driving 
force, John Bair has spent more than 20 years helping trial lawyers and 
their clients navigate the post-settlement process and ensuring they set 
themselves up for a secure financial future. John prides himself on creating 
innovative solutions to inequities in the civil justice space. He embraces 
the challenges and scope of each client’s tragedy, which is why he’s built 
a comprehensive firm and team able to execute a suite of post-settlement 
services that map clear roads ahead. 

A Hard-Hitting Team with the Experience to Deliver Experience  —  Compassion  —  Reliability  —  Principles



737 Main Street | Suite 100 | Buffalo, NY 14203

I N F O @ M I L E S T O N E S E V E N T H . C O M

855.836.2676   |  716.883.1833

milestoneseventh.com


