


the seventh amendment states that in suits at
common law, where the value in controversy
shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of
trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried
by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in
any court of the united states, than according
to the rules of the common law.



t h e s e v e n t h a m e n d m e n t a n d y o u

The Seventh Amendment is the pillar of our justice system. Our forefathers enforced the right of the common man to level 

the playing field against the largest of corporations. This belief system is deeply ingrained in the fabric of our firm, and the

preservation of this right is something to which we are wholly committed.





i n  l i f e ,  t h e r e  c o m e s  a  t i m e  t o  m ov e  f o r wa r d  t o  t h e  n e x t  m i l e s t o n e .



o u r  m i s s i o n
Milestone Consulting is a comprehensive settlement planning and management firm. We believe that 

injured plaintiffs and their families deserve strategies designed to ensure a lifetime of financial security.

Milestone provides a diverse range of financial products and services. Our dedicated team of settlement professionals is licensed in all 50 states and 

has successfully developed financial solutions for thousands of plaintiffs. Our comprehensive settlement plans optimize your client’s settlement by 

balancing present financial needs with a diversified plan that maximizes cash flow and asset preservation in years to come. 

Once we have an understanding of your client’s needs and risks, the experts at Milestone provide a balance between structured annuities, liquid 

financial assets and long-term holdings and investments so that your client will receive lifelong security and valuable tax advantages.  

We understand that the resolution of a lawsuit may not mean your client’s life will begin to immediately move forward again – but we can help guide

your client along the path to the financial security and peace of mind that they need.

            

The settlement of your client’s lawsuit is not an end to their struggle, but a stepping stone on life’s path; it is the beginning of

their solution. We believe that experience and compassion are mandates, not options, in making the journey forward each

step of the way. We guide them from the unknown into the known. We are their first milestone. 



C O N S U LT I N G

At Milestone, our collective experience, education, and 

specialties span the many services that comprise settlement 

management. We are frequently called upon to provide

counsel for all facets of settlement planning, from mediation 

support to benefits planning. We work to expedite the 

settlement process in an efficient manner, to the benefit of 

both attorney and plaintiff.

G O V E R N M E N T  B E N E F I T S  P L A N N I N G

Current and future eligibility of government benefits, such 

as Medicaid and Supplemental Security Income (SSI), is an 

integral part of the planning process, and must be considered 

before any plan is implemented. Our members routinely 

perform this due diligence to assess the needs of each client. 

Only then do we move to formulate an appropriate plan.

I N S U R A N C E

Milestone is licensed in all 50 states to advise and consult 

on every major issue involved in settlement planning. This 

nationwide perspective makes us well-versed in balancing 

varied government restrictions with optimal financial solutions.

We employ an unbiased approach to developing comprehensive

plans using the most highly-rated insurance companies.

I N V E S T M E N T  L I A I S O N

Our investment approach is to focus on the needs and wants of

our clients. Our success is built on client satisfaction, not product

preference. As investment liaison, we ensure that our clients 

understand the importance and responsibility of investment 

managers before we guide them through the process of hiring one.

T R U S T  P L A N N I N G

From a Special Needs Trust to a Discretionary Support Trust,

there are countless trust vehicles from which each client can

choose. We assist in finding the right estate and tax planning 

expert to work with each client and ensure all legal work required

to establish the selected trust is expedited in a timely manner.

E C O N O M I C  A N A LY S I S

Milestone provides a comprehensive assessment of your 

client’s immediate and long-term financial needs. If a life care

plan has been prepared for your client, we will complete a 

comparative analysis to determine actual annual funding costs –

not just the present value of future medical needs  – based on 

the utilization of different financial solutions. 

Once the cost of the life care plan is established, Milestone 

can recommend a financial settlement product which will 

generate the necessary monthly payment to meet the plaintiff’s

lifetime medical needs.

S E RV I C E S  O F F E R E D

CONSULTING

GOVERNMENT 
BENEFITS PLANNING

INSURANCE

INVESTMENT LIAISON

TRUST PLANNING

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS



m a n a g i n g  s e a m l e s s  t r a n s i t i o n s

The Milestone team uses our experience and access to nationwide experts to benefit both attorney and client by providing direction, education,

clarity, and protection from the pitfalls that come with financial recoveries. A commitment to client service is the hallmark of our firm.

“[Milestone consultant] is one of the top people in the country to help put concrete settlement plans 
together when very challenging cases evolve. Their knowledge and expertise regarding trusts, government
benefits, structured annuities and comprehensive planning is a must for our clients.”

– Daniel R. 
Attorney



Settlement planning and 

management is a process that 

requires careful consideration 

before the conclusion of your 

lawsuit. At Milestone, our 

expertise lies in our ability to 

help your clients navigate this 

process from start to finish.  

R E C O V E RY

Milestone has a keen understanding 

of the settlement process and the 

professional expertise needed to 

establish the recovery your client 

seeks to allow them to return to a 

normal life. 

The optimal time to engage Milestone

is before your client’s settlement is 

finalized. We work in union with the

attorney and client to devise the best 

financial recovery for the plaintiff. 

Before your client’s case settles, there

are many critical decisions that must 

be made. We provide you and your

client with the necessary information

needed to take the next step.

D I S C O V E RY

The plaintiff’s next milestone is a 

restored sense of security – getting

their life back on track. Once the 

settlement is finalized, your client’s

goals, obligations, and dreams 

are factored as the essentials of a 

balanced outcome. 

We take the time to find out who

your client is, what they need, where

they are now, and where they need 

to be. All options are identified to 

you and your client based on their

specific needs.

E D U C AT I O N

Education provides clarity. Because 

of this, we strive to be transparent 

in all our actions. We take the time 

to explore every option and outcome

and explain why one path may be 

better than another.  

At Milestone, our responsibility 

is to teach your client how to 

understand the conversation of 

settlement planning as a new 

language. We outline what 

settlement options are available 

in detail so that they can make 

educated decisions regarding their 

financial future.

R E C O V E R Y   >   D I S C O V E R Y   >   E D U C A T I O N   >                      The Decision Path

“Our Decision Path process provides the plaintiff with ownership over their settlement plan,
and the attorney with peace-of-mind that the appropriate documentation will be taken care of
in an efficient manner.”

– Howard T. Saperston, Co-Founder



P L A N N I N G

Planning requires a number of 

considerations, including cash 

management, trust planning, and 

investment consulting. We explore 

all available options, and then 

assist in sorting each feature and 

outcome in order to fit your client’s

specific needs.

Our process takes into account risk 

assessment, investment suitability, 

government benefits planning, 

and competitive annuity pricing, 

ending with a focused, customized 

plan for each client.

L I F E L O N G  
R E P R E S E N TAT I O N

Our mission is to guide people into 

forward motion and stabilize their 

environment. Our practice is built 

on compassion, education and choice

in unequaled measure. In this way, 

we establish our role as a partner 

for the present and an advocate for 

the future.

Whether addressing financial 

concerns and explorations or sharing

news, we take pride in continuing 

relationships. Milestone provides you

and your client with representation 

for the life of the plaintiff’s settlement

plan. Our commitment is built to last.

I M P L E M E N TAT I O N

Once your client has made their final

decisions on their settlement plan, 

we orchestrate the implementation. 

Milestone generates all necessary 

documentation for the completion 

of the plaintiff’s settlement, and 

maintains compliance with government

regulations.

Our experts function as the unifying

force between attorney, client and 

third party for the coordination and

execution of all settlement stages 

to ensure timely completion.

S E L E C T I O N

There is an entire network of options

available in settlement planning, 

which can be overwhelming to 

navigate. As your client’s guide, we 

will direct them to the options that 

best fit their needs, identify any 

risks that need to be taken care of 

immediately, and flag those that 

must be managed continuously. 

We understand that each solution 

is as unique as each plaintiff, and

we can assist them in building 

customized financial blueprints for

their individual needs.

                P L A N N I N G     >   S E L E C T I O N   >   I M P L E M E N T A T I O N   >   L I F E L O N G  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N



A R E A S  O F  
S P E C I A L I Z A T I O N

STRUCTURED ATTORNEY FEES

BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS 
AND STRUCTURED SALES

MASS TORTS AND 
CLASS ACTION

MATRIMONIAL/DIVISION 
OF ASSETS

MEDICARE SET-ASIDES

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

SPECIAL NEEDS TRUST 

STRUCTURED SETTLEMENTS

STRUCTURED ATTORNEY FEES

Attorneys may elect to structure payments for their own financial

planning and for cash flow management of their law firms. It is 

vital that structured fees are part of the overall plan and thoroughly

accounted for in subsequent documentation. Our expertise in 

both the legal and tax arenas gives us the perspective required to

structure attorney fees that are compliant with case law and tax

court rulings.

BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS AND STRUCTURED SALES

A structured sale involves the seller receiving installment payments

over time, and the buyer paying with cash. Part of this cash is used

by a qualified third party to purchase an annuity designed to cover

all subsequent payments to the seller. This plan enables the seller 

to pay taxes over time, while the buyer is allowed to assume full

ownership immediately.

MASS TORT AND CLASS ACTION

Mass tort and class action suits, by definition and design, result in 

a gross settlement to be distributed to multiple claimants. This 

already-complex environment is compounded by ever-evolving 

compliance requirements, disclosure guidelines, timelines, and ethics

rules. Meticulous due diligence is required for the management of

every critical juncture in this process – Milestone consultants are 

fluent in the nuances inherently woven into the complex nature of

these suits.

MATRIMONIAL/DIVISION OF ASSETS

Matrimonial litigation can be acrimonious and emotionally 

injurious but a settlement that respects the needs of both parties 

can help initiate calm into a turbulent environment. We help to 

accomplish this ideal through the design of income streams that 

satisfy the goals of both parties.  

MEDICARE SET-ASIDES 

When a Medicare beneficiary receives a settlement due to an injury

claim, a Medicare Set-Aside account may be necessary. Milestone’s

comprehensive process assures the government that Medicare’s 

interests have been satisfied, while simultaneously protecting the

claimant’s eligibility for government benefits.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

All parties within a Workers’ Compensation claim benefit from 

a structured settlement. The claimant gets the dual benefits of 

immediate cash, in addition to tax-free payments that can extend

over a period of time for future needs. The employer can bring 

closure to high indemnity claims in addition to transferring future

payment obligations to a third party. 

SPECIAL NEEDS TRUST

A Special Needs Trust (SNT) is established to benefit an individual

under the age of 65 who is considered disabled by governmental

standards. A SNT allows a person with an illness or disability to

have income held in trust for their benefit without having their 

assets disqualify them from certain government benefits, including

Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Medicaid, and other 

needs-based benefits. Protecting the disabled individual from 

disqualification is an important function, as the settlement proceeds

are often not enough to provide necessary ongoing medical care 

related to the disabled person’s injury.

STRUCTURED SETTLEMENTS

A structured settlement is an innovative solution to receiving benefits

over a designated time frame. Available for personal injury victims,

wrongful death and Workers’ Compensation claims, the injured 

victim has the option to receive all or a portion of compensation

from their settlement in a series of guaranteed tax-free payments

custom-designed to meet their future needs. 



*Name has been change to protect privacy of the client

c r e a t i n g  l i f e t i m e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s

Our clients are people, not cases. Before we start to explore the facts in each scenario, we spend time getting to know the person and their

lifestyle. Building trust allows us to understand the fears and hopes unique to each individual situation. At Milestone, our greatest 

satisfaction comes from bestowing this peace of mind.

“When I won my lawsuit, I had absolutely no clue what to do with it or how to do it. My Milestone 
consultant and his staff worked diligently to make sure I could receive all the information and I began to
feel more and more confident about making these decisions. At every turn, we felt that our consultant
was always looking out for our best financial interests and giving us sound, expert advice.  ”

– Jenny T.*
Plaintiff



s u c c e s s  s t o r y
Patrick*, a husband and father of three, became a paraplegic after being hurt at work.

Working with a net settlement of only $700,0001, Milestone was able to maximize his

return using a settlement plan that included annuities and investments. Patrick’s plan

afforded him with enough to comfortably cover his medical expenses, while providing the family with

sufficient financial resources. Patrick and his wife were both able to retire early to spend more time

with their family, knowing that their financial needs were secure.

s u c c e s s  s t o r y
Carmen*, 20, suffered from misdiagnosed meningitis, and as a result, was left blind, 

cognitively impaired, and bed-ridden. Milestone worked with Carmen’s family to set 

up a single premium immediate annuity for the first 15 years after settlement, and a

structured settlement annuity that would begin at year 15. The structured arrangements paid into a 

special needs trust established to meet Carmen’s immediate and long-term needs. By utilizing various 

financial products, we were able to maximize the settlement, while minimizing the costs for Carmen

and her family.



s u c c e s s  s t o r y
Milestone assisted the Siegel* family whose son, Nate*, was afflicted with a medical

condition that limited his life expectancy. Under the state statute, Nate’s funds should

have been set aside for access when he turned eighteen. However, at the time of 

settlement, the Siegels did not have the financial means to provide the medical assistance, home 

modifications, and counseling that Nate would need. Milestone developed a comprehensive settlement

plan that helped the Siegels obtain court approval to have funds immediately available for Nate’s 

benefit through a settlement preservation trust, yet also have future funds available through deferred 

investment growth. Milestone was also able to provide the Siegels with assistance in interviewing 

potential trustees and selecting a trust company. Nate’s settlement plan gave his parents confidence that

an appropriate framework was put into place to protect their family.

1Milestone Consulting, LLC does not provide legal or tax advice. This brochure provides general information about settlement planning and should not be interpreted 
as a source of legal or tax advice.  

The above case examples are intended for illustrative purposes only. Actual structured settlement and other payments are subject to current rates and Insurance Company 
approval. Actual rates used will be in effect on the date the premium is received or a valid lock is executed.

Please consult an attorney or tax advisor if you have questions concerning the legal or taxable/tax-free elements of a proposed settlement.

*Name has been change to protect privacy of the client



t o g e t h e r ,  w e  w i l l  h e l p  yo u r  c l i e n t s  m ov e  f o r wa r d .



“Many of our clients come to us after suffering a devastating loss. They are looking for guidance they can trust.”

– John T. Bair, Co-Founder

       



737 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14203 |   phone 716.883.1833 |   fax 716.883.2124 |   toll-free 855.836.2676

milestoneseventh.com

Milestone is dedicated to assisting injured persons through the complexities of litigation and 
helping them move forward with their lives. Please call for a complimentary consultation.


